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Workshop on different soil management practices in olive
orchards
Activity 4.3.2
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ACTIVITY COORDINATED BY THE LEBANESE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE
(LARI)

Within the LIVINGAGRO project activities (Activity 4.3.2), the Lebanese Agricultural Research Institute
(LARI) organized on the 3rd of May 2023 an online technology dissemination workshop entitled:
“Different soil management practices in olive orchards”. The workshop was conducted by the expert Dr.
Abdelkader Al Hajj as part of the LIVINGAGRO team who implemented the field trial in the olive orchards
of Bustan El Zeitoun in Abra region-South of Lebanon for testing several soil management practices.

A total of 21 participants including policy makers, farmers, mill owners, entrepreneurs, researchers,
agricultural engineers, employees from the Lebanese Ministry of Agriculture, private companies and
other relevant stakeholders from Lebanon and Jordan attended this workshop.

After welcoming the audience by the national coordinator of the LIVINGAGRO project Dr. Milad El
Riachy, Dr. Al Hajj presented the objectives of the work, the different treatments established, and the
results obtained.

The workshop ended by an open active discussion between the attendees and LIVINGAGRO team.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

Dr. Milad EL RIACHY

Lebanese Agricultural Research Institute (LARI)
Head of Olive and Olive Oil Department

Tal Amara, Bekaa, Lebanon

Email: mriachy@lari.gov.lb
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Introduction

« Olive tree occupies an important place in Lebanese agriculture,
accounting for about 69% of the area under fruit trees and almost a
quarter (23.5%) of the agricultural area

« Olive groves are found in all Lebanese regions, from the coast to the
tops of the mountains, and together with forests they form the general
landscape of the mountain slopes.

« The majority of olive groves are old, rain-fed and planted mainly with
local varieties at low densities, making them suitable for mixed
cultivation with different plant species for different purposes.

The purpose of the study

The purpose of the study is to evaluate the
impact of cover crop either as green
manure or no tillage on olive grove and
potential improvement of overall health,
sustainability and productivity of the olive
agroforestry.

This may include analyzing changes in soil
fertility, nutrient content, water retention,
and other soil characteristics, as well as
studying the effects on olive tree growth,
yield, and fruit quality.

Forestas

Photos by Myriam Geha


mailto:mriachy@lari.gov.lb

